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As workers rush to close the Toys "R" Us by Saturday, shoppers trickled into the Frontage Road toy store 
Thursday to find only scraps of packing material, loading crates and empty shelves. Crews stripped shelves of 
merchandise and boxed toys for shipment to other stores. There were no last minute clearance sales for the 
few shoppers walking though the cluttered aisles. 


Sifting through the few leftover toys, Guilford mother Lisa Rusconi said she won't miss the store because it 
had fallen into disrepair. 


"| didn't like it here," Rusconi said. "The parking lot is horrible. 
| was afraid I'd get a flat tire." 


Fair Haven postman Mike Molster said he will miss the convenience of a toy store near his route. Molster, 
who stopped often to pick up toys for his three sons, said he also noticed the store's decline. 


"We figured it would happen soon," Molster said. "At Christmas time there wasn't even lines." 


Nicole Sypher of Chester makes Toys "R" Us a regular stop with her two sons when they drive to meet her 
husband at work in Wallingford. She said Toys "R" Us in Waterford is her next closest option. 


"As a parent, it's frustrating," Sypher said. "Now you have to drive all over to get what you need." 

Greater New Haven residents have the option of shopping at Toys "R" Us stores in Milford and Hamden. 
The toy store's 42 employees were offered positions at other stores. But traveling out of town is not an 
option for Vinny Alfano, 18, of East Haven. A part-timer since last August, Alfano said employees got word of 
the move last week. 

"They said 'sorry for any inconvenience," Alfano said. "| may take some time off from working now." 

Most of the stores along Frontage Road are corporate chains, including Radio Shack and Auto Zone. But local 
businessman Mike Ditota, who owns the nearby East Haven Mattress, said a corporate chain moving out 
would not affect his business. 

"We're in the resurgence of the mom-and-pop era," Ditota said. 

"Our business is based on local people." 

Alan Vernon of Brewster, N.Y., owns the soon-to-be vacant Toys "R" Us property, a 10-acre site at 121 
Frontage Road. Vernon's property assessment dropped drastically during last year's revaluation, from $2.2 


million in 1990 to $1.3 million in 2000. 


Now at Trolley Square on Hemingway Avenue, Stop & Shop formerly occupied the Toys "R" Us building next to 
Bradlees. 


When Bradlees closed six years ago, Stop & Shop kept making payments to Vernon on a long-term lease that 
still has 22 years left, town Director of Administration and Management Arthur DeSorbo said. Vernon pays his 
property taxes on time, DeSorbo said 


Both Vernon and Toys "R" Us officials did not return phone calls Thursday. 


The town is in negotiation with Vernon and "big box users," DeSorbo said. The term "big box users" applies to 
stand-alone retailers, such as Home Depot and Target stores. 


DeSorbo would not say what companies are interested in the property, but an announcement could come 
within the next two months, he said. 


"The closing is not something the town is happy about, but their closing will ultimately contribute to the 
development of the site," DeSorbo said. 
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